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3
F
r
ee and
 
 
fair elections
 
 
ar
e the
 
 
cornerstone
of democr
ac
y
.
Elections giv
e citiz
ens  
a v
oice in their  
go
v
ernment in the  
most fundamental wa
y
:
by decidin
g
who go
v
erns.




•  THE B
ASICS
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Wh
y do elections  
matter?

✪
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5
Elections help ensur
e that po
w
e
r
 
 
passes in a peaceful,
 or
derl
y  
manner fr
om citizens to their  
elected r
e
pr
esentati
v
es—and  
fr
om one elected ofcial to his  
or her successor
.
The U.S
. C
onstitution giv
es cer
tain power
s
to the national (
or “f
eder
al”) go
v
ernment and
r
eser
v
es other
s f
or the individual states, and the  
people
. In many countries, national go
v
ernments  
set education and health policies, but in the U.S
.,  
the 50 states ha
v
e
 primar
y r
esponsibilit
y in these  
ar
eas. National  def
ense and f
o
r
eign polic
y ar
e  
e
x
amples of f
eder
al r
esponsibilit
y
.
 The C
onstitution r
equir
es that each state  
ha
v
e
a r
epublican f
orm of go
v
ernment
,
and it  
f
orbids states fr
om violatin
g cer
tain speciﬁed rights  
(
e
.
g., “No State shall…
depriv
e any per
son of lif
e
,
liber
t
y
, or pr
oper
t
y
, without due pr
ocess of law;  
nor deny to any per
son within its jurisdiction  
the equal pr
otection of the laws.”). But states  
other
wise r
etain consider
able power
.
 
The American system can appear  
complicated, but it ensur
es that v
oter
s ha
v
e
a v
oice at all lev
els of go
v
ernment
.
•  THE B
ASICS




• 
CALIF
ORNIANS
 
W
AIT T
O
 V
O
TE
 
 
A
T
 A POLLING
 
PLA
CE IN
 
 
L
OS ANGELES'
 
 
VENICE BEA
CH
 
DIS
TRICT
,
NO
VEMBER 4
,
 
 
2008
.
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✪


• 
THE ONL
Y
 
 
ELE
CTED FEDERAL
 
OFFICIAL
S ARE
 
 
THE PRESIDENT
,
 
 
VICE PRESIDENT
 
 
AND MEMBERS OF
 
C
ONGRES
S—
THE
 
4
35 MEMBERS OF
 
THE HOUSE OF
 
REPRESENT
A
TIVES
 
AND THE 100
 
SENA
T
ORS
.
Who v
otes?
When Geor
ge 
W
ashington w
as  
elected as the rst pr
esident in 1789,
 
onl
y 6 per
cent of the U
.
S
.
 population 
could v
ote
.
 In most of the orig
inal  
13 states
,
 onl
y lando
wning men o
v
er  
the a
ge of 21 had the right to v
ote
.
 
T
oda
y
,
the U.S
. C
onstitution guar
antees  
that all U.S
. citiz
ens o
v
er the age of 18  
can v
ote in f
eder
al (national), state and  
local elections. 
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T
he U
.
S
.
 Constitution sets the
 
 
r
equir
ements for holding feder
al
 
ofce
,
 but eac
h of the 50 states has  
its o
wn constitution and its o
wn  
rules for state ofces
.
 
F
or e
x
ample
, go
v
ernor
s in most states ser
v
e
 f
our
-
 
y
ear terms, but in other states the go
v
ernor is elected  
f
or only t
w
o y
ear
s. V
oter
s in some states elect judges, 
while in other
s judges ar
e appointed to oce
.
States  
and localities elect thousands of public of
ficials
—
fr
om go
v
ernor
s and state legislator
s to school board
member
s and ev
en dogcatcher
s.
The only elected f
eder
al ocials ar
e the pr
esident  
and vice pr
esident
,
and member
s of C
o
n
g
r
ess
—the
4
35 member
s of the U.S
. House of R
epr
esentativ
es
and 
the 100 senator
s.
Whic
h public ofcials  
ar
e elected?
• THE B
ASICS

✪
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8
T
he U
.
S
.
 Constitution establishes  
the r
equir
ements for holding  
an elected feder
al ofce
.
 
T
o
ser
v
e
as  pr
esident
,
one must be a natur
al- 
born
* citiz
en of the United States, at least 35 y
ear
s  
old,
 
and a r
esident of the United States f
or at least  
1
4
y
ear
s. A vice pr
esident must meet the same  
criteria. Under the 12th Amendment to the U.S
.  
C
onstitution, the vice pr
esident cannot ha
v
e
ser
v
ed t
w
o terms as pr
esident
.
Candidates f
or the U.S
. House of R
epr
esenta- 
tiv
es must be at least 25 y
ear
s old, ha
v
e
been  
U.S
. citiz
ens f
or sev
en y
ear
s, and be legal r
esidents  
of the state they seek to r
epr
esent in C
o
n
g
r
ess.  
U.S
. Senate candidates must be at least 30
, U.S
.  
citiz
ens f
or nine y
ear
s, and legal r
esidents of the  
state they wish to r
epr
esent
.
Can an
y
one run for  
political ofce?

✪


 
*
A NA
TURAL
-
 
 
BORN CITIZEN
 
 
IS SOME
ONE
 
 
WHO W
A
S
 
 
A U.S
. CITIZEN
 
 
A
T
 BIR
TH
 
 
WITH NO
 
 
NEED T
O
 BE
 
 
NA
TURALIZED
.
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• THE B
ASICS

⍟


Requir
ements to hold
  
feder
al ofce
A federal  
ofce holder 
must meet 
certain  
requirements

35


 yrs

35


 yrs

30


 yrs

25


 yrs
Minimum  
Ag
e
PRESIDENT
VICE PRESIDENT
SENA
TOR
REPRESENT
A
TIVE
U.S
. Citiz
enship
and 
R
esidence
Natural-born* 
U.S. citizen; reside  
in the U.S. for 14 years 
before the election
Natural-born* U.S. citizen; 
reside in the U.S. for  
14 years before the 
election and must reside 
in a different state than 
the president
U.S. citizen for  
9 years; reside  
in the state from  
which elected
U.S. citizen for  
7 years; reside  
in the state from  
which elected
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When ar
e elections held?

✪


Elections for feder
al ofce 
ar
e 
held  
in e
v
en-n
umber
ed y
ears
.
 
The pr
esidential election is held ev
er
y f
our y
ear
s  
and takes place on the T
uesda
y af
ter the ﬁr
st Monda
y in 
No
v
ember
.
Elections f
or all 4
35 seats in the U.S
. House of R
epr
e- 
sentativ
es
 
ar
e held ev
er
y t
w
o y
ear
s. 
U.S
. senator
s ser
v
e
 six
-
y
ear terms that ar
e stag
g
e
r
e
d
 
so that one-third (
or one-third plus one) of the 100 senate 
seats come up f
or election ev
er
y t
w
o y
ear
s.
I
f
a senator dies or becomes incapacitated while in 
oce
,
 a special election can be held in an odd-number
ed y
ear
 
or in the ne
xt ev
en-number
ed y
ear
. The newly elected
senator ser
v
es until the end of the original senator
’
s
term. 
In some states, the go
v
ernor appoints someone to ser
v
e
the r
emainder of the original term.
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✪


Ho
w man
y times  
can a person  
be pr
esident?
After Geor
ge 
W
ashington,
 the rst  
pr
esident,
 declined to run for a thir
d
 
term,
many Americans believ
ed that t
w
o terms in  
oce wer
e
enough f
or any pr
esident
.
None of W
ashin
g
ton
’
s
successor
s sought a third term 
until 1
940
, when, at a time marked by the Gr
eat Depr
es
-
sion and W
orld W
ar II, F
r
anklin D
.
R
oosev
elt sought
,
and 
won, a third pr
esidential term. He won a f
our
th term in 
1
944 and died in oce in 1
945
. Some people thought that 
was too lon
g f
or one per
son to hold pr
esidential power
.
So in 1
951, the 22nd Amendment to the U.S
. C
onstitution 
was r
atiﬁed, which pr
ohibits any
one fr
om bein
g elected 
pr
esident of the United States mor
e than t
wice
.
• 
THE WHITE
 
 
HOUSE
, IN
 
 
W
ASHING
T
ON,
D
.
C
., HAS BEEN
 
 
THE OFFICIAL
 
 
OFFICE AND
 
RESIDENCE
OF THE
 
 
PRESIDENT
SINCE 1800
.
• THE B
ASICS
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• 
THE  U.S
.
 
C
ONGRES
S
C
ONSIS
T
S
 OF
 
 
THE HOUSE
 
 
OF REPRE-
 
SENT
A
TIVES
AND THE
 
 
SENA
TE
.

✪


T
her
e ar
e no term limits for
 
 
members o
f
 
Congr
ess
.
T
erm 
limits
,
i
f
 
a
n
y
,
 
for state and local ofcials  
ar
e spelled out in state constitutions 
and local or
dinances
.
The t
w
o chamber
s of the U.S
. C
o
n
g
r
ess, the House  
of R
epr
esentativ
es and the Senate
, ha
v
e
nearly equal 
power
s, but their means of election ar
e quite di
er
ent
.
The F
ounder
s of the American R
epublic  
intended member
s of the House of R
epr
esentativ
es  
to be close to the public
, r
eﬂectin
g the public
’
s
wishes  
and ambitions. 
Ther
ef
or
e
,
 the F
ounder
s designed the House  
to be r
elativ
ely lar
ge to accommodate many member
s  
fr
om small legislativ
e districts and to ha
v
e
 fr
equent 
elections (
e
v
e
r
y
t
w
o y
ear
s).
What about other 
political ofces?







Each of the 50 states is entitled to  
one seat in the House
, with additional seats  
allocated accordin
g to population.
Alaska, f
or e
x
ample
, has a v
e
r
y
 small popula- 
tion and ther
ef
or
e has only one U.S
. r
epr
esentativ
e
.
Calif
ornia, the most populous state
, has 55
. E
v
er
y  
10 y
ear
s the U.S
. C
ensus is taken, and House seats  
ar
e r
eallocated amon
g the states based on the  
new population ﬁgur
es.
Each state dr
aws the boundaries of its con
g
r
e
s
-
sional districts. States ha
v
e
 consider
able latitude in  
how they do this, so lon
g as the number of citiz
ens  
in each district is as close to equal as possible
.  
Unsurprisin
gly
, when one par
t
y
contr
ols the state  
go
v
ernment
,
it tries to dr
aw the boundaries to the  
beneﬁt of its own con
g
r
essional candidates.
The Senate was designed f
or its member
s to  
r
epr
esent lar
ger constituencies
—
an entir
e state— 
and to pr
o
vide equal r
epr
esentation f
or each state
, 
r
egardless of population. 
Thus, small states possess as much inﬂuence  
(t
wo senator
s) as lar
ge states in the Senate
.
• THE B
ASICS
  
 
The t
w
o chamber
s of the U.S
. C
o
n
g
r
ess,  
the House of R
epr
esentativ
es and the Senate
,  
ha
v
e
nearly equal power
s, but their means  
of election ar
e quite di
er
ent
.
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Elections for  
feder
al ofce
Elections f
or  
f
eder
al oces  
ar
e usually held  
in ev
en-number
ed 
y
ear
s. 
Pr
esidents and  
vice pr
esidents  
ar
e elected ev
er
y  
4 y
ear
s. In the  
U.S
. C
o
n
g
r
ess,  
senator
s ar
e  
elected ev
er
y  
6 y
ear
s and  
r
epr
esentativ
es  
ar
e elected  
ev
er
y 
2 y
ear
s.

✪


 
PRESIDENT 
VICE PRESIDENT
  
REPRESENT
A
TIVE
SENA
TOR
U.S. CONGRESS
2012
2014
2016
 
435
 
 
 
435
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• THE B
ASICS
• THE B
ASICS
2018
2020
2022
 
33
/
100
U
.
S
.
Senate 
33 out of 100 senators 
elected every 
All 435 representatives 
elected every 
 
33
/
100
 
34
/
100
U
.
S
.
 House of 
Re
pr
esentati
v
es 
2
 
years
2
 
years
 
435
 
 
 
U
.
S
.
 Pr
esident
U
.
S
.
V
ice 
Pr
esident
 
 
Elected every 
4
 
years
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Wh
y does the  
United States ha
v
e
  
onl
y tw
o major  
political parties?
T
he dr
afters of the U
.
S
.
 Constitution  
did not en
vision political parties
.
  
But,
 as v
oting rights br
oadened and  
the nation expanded w
estw
ar
d,
 
 
political parties emer
ged.
 
T
w
o major  
par
ties
—Democr
ats and Whig
s
—became  ﬁrmly 
established and power
ful by the 18
30s. 
T
oda
y
,
 the R
epublican and Democr
atic par
ties 
dominate the political pr
ocess
—both of them heir
s to 
pr
edecessor par
ties fr
om the 18th and 1
9th centuries. 
W
ith r
a
r
e
e
x
ceptions, member
s of the t
w
o  
major par
ties contr
ol the pr
esidenc
y
,
the C
o
n
g
r
ess,  
the go
v
ernor
ships and the state legislatur
es. E
v
er
y 
pr
esident since 1852 has been either a R
epublican  
or a Democr
at
. 

✪


• 
THE DONKEY
AND ELEPHANT
 
 
HA
VE BEEN
 
 
THE S
YMBOL
S
 
 
OF THE
 
 
DEMOCRA
T
S
AND THE
 
REPUBLICANS
 
SINCE THE
 
 
1
9TH CENTUR
Y
.
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Rar
ely do any of the 50 states elect a go
v
ernor  
who is not a Democr
at or a R
epublican. And the number  
of independent or third-par
t
y
member
s of C
o
n
g
r
ess or  
of state legislatur
es is e
xtr
emely low
.
Why ar
en
’
t
ther
e mor
e small par
ties
?
Many 
political e
xper
ts point to America
’
s
“ﬁr
st past the post” 
elections, in which the candidate with the most v
otes wins, 
ev
en if they r
e
ceiv
e less than a majorit
y of the v
otes cast
. 
In countries that instead award legislativ
e seats based on 
the pr
opor
tion of v
otes a giv
en par
t
y
r
e
ceiv
es, ther
e is 
mor
e incentiv
e f
or small par
ties to f
orm and compete
.  
In the U.S
. system, a par
t
y
 can win a seat only if its 
candidate gets the most v
otes. That makes it dicult  
f
or small political par
ties to win elections.
• POLITICAL P
A
R
TIES
• 
E
VER
Y
PRESIDENT
SINCE 1852
 
 
HAS BEEN
 
 
EITHER A
 
 
REPUBLICAN
OR A
 
 
DEMOCRA
T
.
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What about 
Americans  
who don’
t belong to  
the Democr
atic or  
Re
publican P
arty?

✪


• 
SOMETIMES
AMERICANS FEEL
 
 
THA
T NEITHER
 
MAJOR P
A
R
T
Y
 
AD
V
ANCES THEIR
 
PREFERRED
POLICIES AND
 
BELIEF
S
.
 







[image: background image]



• POLITICAL P
A
R
TIES
In r
ecent decades
,
 incr
easing  
n
umbers of 
American v
oters call  
themselv
es politicall
y 
“inde
pendent,
”
  
or afliated with no party
.
 
Y
et opinion polls sug
gest that most indepen- 
dents lean toward either the R
epublican or Democr
atic
P
a
r
t
y
.
Some do belon
g to smaller political par
ties. 
R
egardless of par
t
y
aliation—or lack ther
eof
—
all 
Americans age 18 and older ar
e allowed to v
ote in  
local, state and pr
esidential elections.
How does the t
w
o-par
t
y
system r
epr
esent  
the beliefs of Americans who aliate with
 
 
neither par
t
y
? 
Sometimes Americans f
eel that  
neither major par
t
y
adv
ances their pr
ef
err
ed policies 
and beliefs. One str
ateg
y they ma
y pur
sue is to f
orm  
a new par
t
y
f
or the purpose of demonstr
atin
g the  
popularit
y of their ideas. One famous e
x
ample
 
 
occurr
ed in 18
9
2
, when dissatisﬁed Americans
f
ormed the Populist P
a
r
t
y
.
Its plat
f
orm called f
o
r 
a gr
aduated income tax, dir
ect election of senator
s, 
 
and an eight
-hour workda
y
.
The Populists nev
e
r  
captur
ed the pr
esidenc
y
,
but the big par
ties noticed 
their new competitor
’
s
gr
o
win
g popularit
y
.
The  
Democr
ats and R
epublicans began to adopt many  
of the Populists
’ ideas, and in time the ideas  
became the law of the land.


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Ho
w ar
e pr
esidential  
candidates c
hosen?

✪
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• POLITICAL C
ONVENTIONS
During the summer of a pr
esidential
 
election y
ear
,
 the Re
publicans and
 
 
Democr
ats eac
h hold a national
  
con
v
ention 
wher
e they adopt a “
plat
f
orm
”  
of policies and nominate their par
t
y
’
s
candidates 
f
or pr
esident and vice pr
esiden
t
.
T
oda
y
,
a simple  
majorit
y of delegates
’ v
otes is needed to captur
e the  
nomination.
In earlier times, the conv
entions wer
e
e
x
citin
g,  
with outcomes uncer
tain and candidates risin
g and 
fallin
g with each ballot
. Sometimes negotiations wer
e
held in “
smoke-ﬁlled” hotel r
ooms, wher
e cigar
et
te-
 
 
and cigar
-smokin
g par
t
y
 leader
s cut deals to secur
e  
their pr
ef
err
ed candidate the r
equir
ed delegate v
otes.
 
T
oda
y the pr
ocess is mor
e tr
anspar
ent
,
and  
f
or about the last 60 y
ear
s, each par
t
y
’
s
pr
esidential 
nominee was known bef
or
e its conv
ention began.
Each state (plus the District of C
olumbia and  
sev
e
r
al U.S
. territories) is allot
ted a number of
delegates
—t
ypically determined by the state
’
s
population but adjusted by a f
ormula that awards  
bonuses f
or fac
tor
s like whether a state v
oted f
or the 
par
t
y
’
s
 candidate in the last pr
esidential election.
 
 
Most delegates ar
e “
pledged” to suppor
t a par
ticular 
candidate
, at least on the ﬁr
st ballot
, and no conv
en- 
tion has r
equir
ed mor
e than one ballot to nominate 
its pr
esidential candidate f
or many y
ear
s.




• 
DEMOCRA
T
S
W
A
VE SIGNS
 
 
F
OR THEIR
 
 
PRESIDENTIAL
 
NOMINEE
,
B
ARA
CK OB
AMA
,
 
DURING THE
 
 
2008 DEMOCRA
TIC 
NA
TIONAL
C
ONVENTION.
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What’
s the differ
ence  
betw
een a primary  
and a caucus?

✪
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• PRIMAR
Y + CA
UCUS
Primary elections and caucuses
 
 
differ in ho
w the
y ar
e or
ganized  
and who participates
.
 
And r
ates
 
 
of participation differ widel
y
.
Primaries:
State go
v
ernments fund and conduct 
primar
y elections much as they would any election:  
V
oter
s go to a polling place, 
vote and le
ave. V
oting  
is anonymous and quickly accomplished. Some states  
hold “
closed” primaries in which only declar
ed par
t
y
 
member
s can par
ticipate
. F
or e
x
ample
, only r
egister
ed 
Democr
ats can v
ote in a closed Democr
atic primar
y
.
  
In an open primar
y
,
all v
oter
s can par
ticipate
, r
egard- 
less of their par
t
y
 aliation or lack of aliation.
Caucuses:
 State political par
ties or
ganiz
e
 
 
caucuses, in which faithful par
t
y
member
s speak
openly on behalf of the candidates they suppor
t f
or the 
par
t
y
nomination. They ar
e communal ev
ents in which 
par
ticipants v
ote publicly
. Caucuses tend to fa
v
or candi-
dates who ha
v
e
 dedicated and or
ganiz
ed suppor
ter
s who 
can use the caucus to elect conv
ention delegates pledged 
to their fa
v
o
r
ed pr
esidential candidate
. Caucus par
ticipants 
also identif
y and prioritiz
e issues they want to include  
in the state or national par
t
y
 plat
f
orm. P
a
r
ticipation in  
a caucus r
equir
es a high lev
el of political en
gagement  
and time
. C
onsequently
, caucuses tend to at
tr
act  
f
ewer par
ticipants than primaries.




• 
DURING THE
 
 
NEW HAMPSHIRE
 
PRIMAR
Y
,
REPUBLICAN
 
PRESIDENTIAL
 
CANDID
A
T
E
MIT
T ROMNEY
VISIT
S BEDF
ORD
 
 
HIGH SCHOOL
,
 
J
ANUAR
Y 8
,
 
 
2008
.
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Historicall
y
,
 onl
y a fe
w states held  
pr
esidential primaries or caucuses
.
  
But the tr
end has been to
w
a
r
d
 gr
eater 
v
oter participation in the pr
esidential 
nomination pr
ocess
. The number of states 
holdin
g primaries or caucuses star
ted incr
easin
g in the 
1
9
7
0s. T
oda
y all 50 states and the District of C
olumbia 
ha
v
e
either pr
esidential primaries or caucuses.
States par
ties choose whether they want to hold a 
primar
y or a ca
ucus, 
and some states ha
v
e
switched fr
om 
one f
ormat to the other o
v
er time
.
Some states ha
v
e
both primaries and caucuses.  
F
or e
x
ample
, in Alaska and Nebr
aska, R
epublicans hold 
primaries while Democr
ats conv
ene caucuses. In K
e
ntuck
y
,
Democr
ats hold a primar
y and R
epublicans a caucus. 

✪


Ho
w man
y states  
hold a primary  
or caucus and when
 
ar
e the
y held?
• 
THE S
T
A
TE OF
 
 
NEW HAMPSHIRE
 
HOLDS THE
 
 
FIRS
T PRIMAR
Y
 
 
IN J
ANUAR
Y
 
 
OR FEBR
UAR
Y
 
 
O
F
THE 
PRESIDENTIAL 
ELE
CTION YEAR.







• PRIMAR
Y + CA
UCUS
F
or many y
ear
s, Iowa has held the ﬁr
st  
caucuses, gener
ally in Januar
y or early F
ebruar
y  
of the pr
esidential election y
ear
, and New  
Hampshir
e the ﬁr
st primar
y
,
 a shor
t time later
.
 
Because these and other early contests fr
equently  
establish which candidates lack enough suppor
t to  
contend seriously f
or the pr
esidenc
y
,
candidates e
xpend 
gr
eat e
or
t in these early states, addr
essin
g their needs 
and inter
ests and or
ganizin
g campaigns within ev
en 
smaller states, spendin
g money on sta
, media and  
hotels. As a r
esult
, mor
e and mor
e states schedule their 
primaries and caucuses in the winter months. Many  
states hold their ev
ents on the same da
y
.
The major par
ties fr
equently t
w
eak the rules  
in wa
ys they hope will pr
oduce the str
on
gest possible 
candidate
.
 F
or e
x
ample
, in 2016
, the R
epublicans will  
allow states that hold their primaries af
ter Mar
ch 15
to award their delegates “winner
-take-
all,” so that
the candidate who earns the most v
otes
—ev
en if it’
s  
only
, sa
y
,
25 per
cent of the v
otes in an eight
-candidate 
ﬁeld—
will captur
e all that state
’
s
 delegates.
A major outcome of the pr
olif
er
ation and acceler
- 
ation of primaries and caucuses is that the nominees of  
the major par
ties ar
e known bef
or
e the national par
t
y
conv
entions ar
e held in late summer
. This has diminished 
the impor
tance of the national nominatin
g conv
entions, 
which ha
v
e
become lar
gely cer
emonial ev
ents.
• 
T
O
D
A
Y ALL
 
 
50 S
T
A
TES
 
 
AND THE
 
 
DIS
TRICT OF
 
C
O
L
UMBIA
HA
VE EITHER
 
PRESIDENTIAL
 
PRIMARIES
OR CA
UCUSES
.
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• PRIMAR
Y + CA
UCUS
sota
 Io
w
a
W
isconsin
Illinois
Indiana
Mic
higan
Missouri
Ohio
Ne
w Y
ork
Maine
K
entuc
k
y
W
est
V
i
r
g
inia
Arkansas
T
ennessee
Florida
V
i
r
g
inia
Ala
bama
P
ennsylv
ania
Geor
g
i
a
North 
Car
olina
South
Car
olina
Louisiana
Mississippi
V
ermont
Connecticut
Ne
w J
erse
y
Rhode Island
Massac
husetts
Ne
w Hampshir
e
Dela
w
a
r
e
Mar
yland
W
ashington,
 
D.
C
.
PRIMAR
Y
,
 CAUCUS or BOTH
 
CAUCUS  = 
PRIMAR
Y 
 = 
        BOTH  = 
 
State b
y
 state 
primaries +  
caucuses

✪


In caucuses, only 
r
egister
ed par
t
y
 
member
s can v
ote
,  
but any
one can join  
the par
t
y
 at the  
caucus. In closed 
primaries, only  
r
egister
ed par
t
y
 
member
s can v
ote
,   
but any r
egister
ed  
v
oter can v
ote in  
an open primar
y
.








[image: background image]



Wh
y do political
 
 
parties still hold  
national nominating  
con
v
entions
?

✪
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• NA
TIONAL C
ONVENTIONS
If the pr
esidential candidates  
ar
e selected thr
ough the primaries  
and caucuses
,
 wh
y do the tw
o  
major political parties still hold  
national nominating con
v
entions?   
It’
s because the conv
entions giv
e each par
t
y
the oppor
tunit
y to pr
omote its nominees and  
deﬁne its di
er
ences with the opposition.  
The nominatin
g conv
entions ar
e widely  
televised and mark the star
t of the national  
pr
esidential campaigns.
Americans still watch the nominatin
g  
conv
entions to hear speeches by par
t
y
leader
s and nominees, the choice of the  
nominee
’
s
vice pr
esidential candidate  
(sometimes not announced until the conv
ention),  
the r
oll call of delegate v
otes by the state delega- 
tions, and the r
atiﬁcation of the par
t
y
 “
plat
f
orm
”  
(the document that spells out each par
t
y
’
s
positions  
on the issues).




•
 
SUPPOR
TERS
 
CHEER F
O
R
 
MICHELLE
OB
AMA
, WIFE
 
 
OF THE 2008
 
DEMOCRA
TIC
 
PRESIDENTIAL
 
NOMINEE
.
 
The conv
entions giv
e each par
t
y
the oppor
tunit
y to pr
omote its  
nominees and deﬁne its di
er
ences  
with the opposition .
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Mor
e than an
y other candidate
.
 
 
In short,
the candidate who r
ecei
v
e
s  
a plur
ality of the v
ote (that is
,
 the  
gr
eatest n
umber of v
otes in the g
i
v
e
n
 
v
oting district)
 wins the election. This is known  
as the “
sin
gle-member
” district system. In 39 states
candidates f
or most f
eder
al and state oces can be 
elec
ted with a simple plur
alit
y
,
but 11 states (Alabama, 
Arkansas, Geor
gia, L
ouisiana, Mississippi, Nor
th Car
olina, 
Oklahoma, South Car
olina, South Dakota, T
e
x
as and 
V
ermont) ha
v
e
pr
o
visions f
or runo elections if no 
candidate r
e
ceiv
es a majorit
y of the v
ote
.
Unlike the pr
opor
tional systems in some democr
acies,
 
sin
gle-member districts mean that only one par
t
y
wins in
any giv
en district
.
 This system puts smaller political par
ties 
at a disadv
antage
, because they ﬁnd it hard to win enough
districts to achiev
e
national inﬂuence and power
.

✪


Ho
w man
y v
otes  
does it tak
e to win  
a 
U.
S
.
 
congr
essional  
election?
•
 
IN HIS FIRS
T
 
 
R
UN F
O
R
 
 
PUBLIC OFFICE
,
 
 
MAS
SA
CHUSET
T
S
 
DEMOCRA
T
JOHN F
.
 KENNED
Y
 
W
AS ELE
CTED
 
 
T
O
 THE U.S
.
 
HOUSE OF
 
REPRESENT
A
TIVES
, 
WHERE HE
 
 
SER
VED FROM
 
19
4
7
T
O
19
53
.
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• C
ONGRES
SIONAL ELE
CTIONS
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✪


•
 
THE ELE
CT
ORAL
 
C
OLLE
GE
OFFICIALL
Y
ELE
CT
S THE
 
PRESIDENT
,
BUT THE PE
OPLE 
CHOOSE THE
 
ELE
CT
ORAL
 
C
OLLE
GE
MEMBERS
.
Does the pr
esidential 
candidate with  
the most v
otes  
al
w
a
ys win?
Not al
w
a
ys
.
 In fact,
 ther
e ha
v
e
 been  
four pr
esidential elections in whic
h  
the winner did not r
ecei
v
e
 a majority
 
 
of the popular v
ote
.
The ﬁr
st of these was  
John Quinc
y A
dams in the election of 18
2
4
, and the  
most r
e
cent occurr
ed in 2000 in the pr
esidential r
a
ce  
bet
ween Geor
ge W
.
Bush and Al Gor
e
.
How does this happen
?
The answer lies in the “Elector
al C
ollege
.” The  
dr
af
ter
s of the U.S
. C
onstitution sought to cr
eate a  
system that balanced the inter
ests of the (then) 13 states 
and those of the American people
. V
oter
s chose the 
member
s of the House of R
epr
esentativ
es, but state 
legislatur
es (also elected by the people) elected  
U.S
. senator
s. And states sent delegates to a body
— 
the Elector
al C
ollege—that chose the pr
esident and  
vice pr
esident
.
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• ELE
CT
ORAL C
OLLE
GE
Americans later amended the C
onstitution  
to make the system mor
e democr
atic
. 
Beginnin
g  
in 1
913
, U.S
. senator
s wer
e
 elected dir
ectly by the  
people
. And while the Elector
al C
ollege still ocially  
elects the pr
esident
,
the people choose the Elector
al 
C
ollege member
s.
Her
e
’
s how it works.
Af
ter the nationwide pr
esidential election is held  
in No
v
ember
, the Elector
al C
ollege meets in December
.  
In most states, elector
s cast their v
otes based on how  
the majorit
y of v
oter
s in their state v
oted. The elector
s 
v
ote in their states on December 15
, and C
o
n
g
r
ess  
ocially counts the r
esults in Januar
y
.
Each state has a number of elector
s equal to the 
number of its member
s in the U.S
. House of R
epr
esen-
tativ
es
—determined by a census of the the state
’
s
pop- 
ulation, plus its t
w
o senator
s. The District of C
olumbia, 
which is not a state and has no v
otin
g r
epr
esentation  
in C
o
n
g
r
ess, has thr
ee Elector
al C
ollege v
otes. 
Ther
e ar
e 5
38 elector
s in the Elector
al  
C
ollege; 27
0 elector
al v
otes ar
e needed to  
win the pr
esidential election.
 
Most states award elector
al v
otes on a  
winner
-take-
all basis.
The pr
esidential ticket that  
gets the most citiz
ens
’ v
otes r
e
ceiv
es all that state
’
s
elector
al v
otes. 
 







[image: background image]



34
T
w
o states
—Nebr
aska and Maine—ha
v
e
e
xperimented  
with awardin
g their elector
al v
otes pr
opor
tionately  
based on citizens’ 
v
otes. Pr
esidential elec
tion strateg
y 
consists of “
carr
yin
g” a combination of states that  
adds up to 27
0 elector
al v
otes. Election r
esults can  
turn on the elector
al v
otes in a handful of competitiv
e  
state r
a
ces.
One consequence of the winner
-take-
all system  
is that a candidate can win the most v
otes nationally  
but lose the election. 
Imagine that a candidate wins a state by a small 
mar
gin and that state has a lot of elector
al v
otes. That 
candidate would still r
e
ceiv
e  all of the elector
al v
otes.  
So if a candidate wins in Calif
ornia by a small mar
gin,  
they get all 55 of Calif
ornia
’
s
elector
al v
otes.  That same 
candidate ma
y lose in other
, smaller states by lar
ge 
mar
gins and r
e
ceiv
e f
ewer popular v
otes than his  
or her opponent
.
But that candidate would still ha
v
e
the edge in the Elector
al C
ollege
.
 
It is impor
tant f
or candidates 
to campaign in all states,
e
v
en ones with smaller 
populations 
and fewer 
elec
toral 
v
otes, in order to get a total of 27
0 elector
al v
otes.
•
 
THE
PRESIDENTIAL
TICKET THA
T
 
 
GET
S THE
 
 
MOS
T CITIZENS
’
 
 
V
O
TES IN
 
 
A
S
TAT
E
RE
CEIVES
ALL THA
T
 
 
S
T
A
TE’
S
ELE
CT
ORAL
V
O
TES
.
 
One consequence of the  
winner
-take-
all system is that  
a candidate can win the most  
v
otes nationally but lose  
the election.
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✪


• ELE
CT
ORAL C
OLLE
GE
Wh
y do 
Americans 
k
e
e
p
 the Elector
al 
College?
It’
s in the Constitution,
 and it is v
ery 
difcult to amend the Constitution.
 
T
h
e
 
Elector
al College system also r
einfor
ces
 
the tw
o-party system,
 
which means neither of 
the t
w
o major par
ties is likely to adv
ocate a chan
ge
.
 
But ther
e ar
e other r
easons f
or r
etainin
g  
the Elector
al C
ollege
. 
Many Americans like how the Elector
al C
ollege system 
f
o
r
c
es pr
esidential candidates to campaign widely
—ev
en  
in smaller states whose r
esidents might not other
wise ha
v
e
the chance to see candidates up close
. And because pr
es
- 
idential candidates cannot garner enough elector
al v
otes 
by f
ocusin
g on a sin
gle state or r
egion, they learn about 
and addr
ess issues of inter
est to v
oter
s in all par
ts of the 
countr
y
.
As a consequence
,
the Elector
al C
ollege system 
inﬂuences how pr
esiden
tial campaigns ar
e conducted, 
which has impor
tant implications f
or the cost of runnin
g  
a pr
esidential campaign. 
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14
3
4
9
6
7
29
16
10
6
10
8
6
20
10
16
11
18
29
20
11
13
15
9
4
4
3
5
8
3
10
11
Elector
al v
otes 
ar
e allocated 
accordin
g to 
each state's 
population, 
based on the 
national census 
taken ev
er
y  
10 y
ear
s.


✪


2016 Elector
al
 
 
College v
otes  
state b
y
 state
 
 
 
INCREASE  = 
DECREASE  
= 
        SAME  
= 
 
2016 v 1960
↑
INCREASE  = 
↓
DECREASE
  =
 
        SAME  =
 
 
• ELE
CT
ORAL C
OLLE
GE
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Since 1976,
 candidates for pr
esident 
ha
v
e
 been elig
ible to participate in  
a public nancing system to pa
y for 
their campaigns
.
 
Until the 2000 elections, all 
candidates nominated f
or pr
esident par
ticipated in this 
system by acceptin
g go
v
ernment funds in e
x
chan
ge f
o
r  
a pr
omise not to spend mor
e than a speciﬁed amount
.
Howev
er
, this system has become incr
easin
gly 
unappealin
g to candidates because the imposed spendin
g 
limit is consider
ed too low
—
and less than the amount  
that major candidates can of
ten r
aise fr
om priv
ate sour
ces. 
C
onsequently
, some r
e
cent pr
esidential candidates ha
v
e
opted out of public fundin
g and instead r
aised money
to fund their campaigns.

✪


•
 
P
A
R
TY NOMINEES
 
CAN USE PUBLIC
 
FUNDS T
O
 
CAMP
AIGN F
O
R
 
PRESIDENT
, BUT
 
THEY CAN'T USE
PUBLIC FUNDS
 
 
T
O
 CAMP
AIGN F
O
R
 
NOMINA
TIONS IN
 
THE PRIMARIES
 
AND CA
UCUSES
.
Ho
w do pr
esidential  
candidates  
pa
y for their  
campaigns?







[image: background image]



F
or candidates who r
aise their own funds, f
eder
al 
law dictates how
 and fr
om whom candidates  
f
or pr
esident
,
senator and r
epr
esentativ
e ma
y seek 
contributions. It also limits how much any individual 
contributor can giv
e
.
The law ensur
es that the pr
ess and 
citiz
ens know who is contributin
g to a giv
en candidate
. 
A candidate f
or pr
esident must establish a campaign 
or
ganization, called a political commit
tee
, and r
egister  
it with the F
eder
al Election C
ommission.
Once r
egister
ed, 
political commit
tees ma
y seek contributions but must 
r
epor
t all funds r
aised to the commission, which makes  
the inf
ormation a
v
ailable to the public
. R
e
cent major
-par
t
y
pr
esidential candidates ha
v
e
spent hundr
eds of millions  
of dollar
s on their campaigns. Those who r
aise their own 
funds must ﬁnd thousands of contributor
s. 
• CAMP
AIGNS
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Wh
y do U
.
S
.
 pr
esidential  
campaigns cost so m
u
c
h
?

✪
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• CAMP
AIGNS
T
he short ans
w
er is that it is expen- 
si
v
e
 to comm
unicate to a nation of  
100 million v
oters for the 12 or mor
e
 
months 
that make up the pr
esidential campaign 
season. U.S
. pr
esidential candidates must campaign at 
the national lev
el as well as in the 50 states.
 
This means 
that they must hir
e both national and state-lev
el sta  
and r
each v
oter
s in per
son and thr
ough national and  
local television, r
adio and social media. The pr
olif
er
ation  
of pr
esidential primaries and caucuses has r
esulted  
i
n
longer campaigns that in
volve mor
e trav
el and paid
 
adv
er
tisin
g 
than in the past
.
T
o
campaign f
or oce
,
a candidate needs to  
hire sta; arr
ange for oce 
space and t
ravel; c
onduc
t  
r
esear
ch; issue position paper
s; adv
er
tise on r
adio  
and television, in publications and on the Internet;  
and conduct numer
ous public appear
ances and fund- 
r
aisin
g ev
ents. 
Candidates f
or pr
esident ha
v
e
the dauntin
g task  
of or
ganizin
g their primar
y campaigns state by state  
and then, if nominated, their gener
al election campaign 
thr
oughout the nation.
 A candidate f
or the House of
 
R
epr
esentativ
es will campaign in his or her speciﬁc  
con
g
r
essional district
,
 while a Senate candidate must  
co
v
er an entir
e state
.  




•
  
POLITICAL
 
CANDID
A
TES
MUS
T RAISE
 
MONEY
T
O
 TRA
VEL
 
 
T
O
 WHERE
 
 
V
O
TERS
LIVE
.







[image: background image]



Do candidates ha
v
e
  
access to other sour
ces  
of funding?

✪
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• CAMP
AIGNS
In 2010,
 the Supr
eme Court ruled that
 
political spending is a form of speec
h  
and thus pr
otected b
y
 the First 
Amend-
 
ment to the U
.
S
.
 Constitution
. As a r
esult
,  
since 2010
, candidates can spend an unlimited amount  
of their own money to fund their campaigns. 
The rulin
g also ga
v
e
gr
eater leewa
y to “
political  
action commit
tees
” 
(P
A
Cs)
, which ar
e f
ormed when  
individuals, businesses and inter
est gr
oups pool their 
money and donate it to suppor
t speciﬁc ideas, can- 
didates, ballot initiativ
es or legislation. A
ccordin
g  
to f
eder
al law
,
an or
ganization becomes a 
PA
C
 when 
it r
e
ceiv
es or spends mor
e than $2
,
600 f
or the
purpose of inﬂuencin
g a f
eder
al election. States ha
v
e
  
their own laws go
v
ernin
g when an or
ganization
becomes a 
PA
C
.
Because they ar
e independent of a candidate
’
s
ocial fundr
aisin
g commit
tee
, 
PA
C
s ar
e not subject to  
the same r
egulations
—ev
en though they must r
egister  
with the F
eder
al Election C
ommission—but they ar
e  
limited in how closely they can coordinate with candi- 
dates. F
or e
x
ample
, a 
PA
C
cannot contribute mor
e than 
$5
,
000 dir
ectly to a candidate
’
s
election commit
tee
, but  
it can spend an unlimited amount of money to run ads  
that adv
ocate or oppose a speciﬁc candidate
’
s
views. 




•
POLITICAL
SIGNS OF
 
 
CANDID
A
TES
F
OR V
ARIOUS
 
OFFICES LINE
 
 
A NEIGHBOR
-
 
HOOD S
TREET
 
 
IN HOUS
T
ON,
 
 
TEXAS
.
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Ho
w important ar
e polls?

✪
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• POLL
S
T
hough not part of the rules and la
ws
 
go
v
erning elections
,
 public opinion  
polls ha
v
e
 become an important part
 
 
of the elector
al pr
ocess
.
 
Many political  
candidates hir
e pollster
s and take fr
equent polls. Pollin
g 
inf
orms political candidates of how well they ar
e bein
g 
per
ceiv
ed in r
elation to their competitor
s and what issues 
ar
e uppermost in the minds of the v
oter
s. Newspaper
s, 
television and other media also conduct opinion polls  
and r
epor
t the r
esults (alon
g with the r
esults of priv
ate 
polls) to giv
e citiz
ens a sense of how their pr
ef
er
ences  
f
or candidates, issues and policies stand in r
elation  
to the pr
ef
er
ences of other
s.
 F
i
f
t
y y
ear
s ago
, only one or t
w
o lar
ge or
ganizations 
dominated public opinion pollin
g. 
T
oda
y
,
 in an er
a  
of instant news, the Internet and 2
4
-hour cable-news 
channels, ther
e ar
e mor
e polls, and mor
e r
epor
tin
g and 
analysis of poll r
esults.
While some polls r
epr
esent state- 
of
-the-
ar
t pr
actices, other
s ar
e hastily conducted and 
emplo
y too-small sample siz
es
—
and ma
y ha
v
e
 mor
e v
alue 
as enter
tainment than social science
.
R
e
cent y
ear
s ha
v
e
witnessed gr
eater skepticism about the accur
ac
y
—
and 
objectivit
y
—of many polls, and at least t
w
o major pollin
g 
companies ha
v
e
stopped “hor
se r
a
ce
”–t
ype pollin
g ar
ound 
pr
esidential elections. Still, it is unlikely that candidates, 
the media or the gener
al public will abandon pollin
g or 
citin
g fa
v
o
r
able poll r
esults in the f
o
r
eseeable futur
e
.
 




•
 
USING POLL D
A
T
A
,  
THE CHICA
GO TRIBUNE 
AND O
THER NEWS-  
P
APERS PRINTED 
EARL
Y EDITIONS 
ANNOUNCING THA
T 
REPUBLICAN THOMAS 
DEWEY HAD DEFEA
TED 
THE INCUMBENT  
PRESIDENT
, HARR
Y 
TR
UMAN, IN 1
948
.  
WHEN TR
UMAN W
ON 
WITH 30
3 ELE
CT
ORAL 
V
O
TES
, HE HELD THE 
ERRONE
OUS HEADLINE 
AL
OFT AND T
OLD 
REPOR
TERS
, "THA
T 
AIN'T THE W
A
Y  
I HEARD IT!" 
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✪


•
 
THOUSANDS
OF ADMINIS-
 
TRA
T
ORS ARE
 
RESPONSIBLE
F
OR ORGANIZING
 
AND C
ONDUCTING 
U.S
. ELE
CTIONS
.
Who conducts  
U
.
S
.
 elections?
In the United States
,
 elections—e
v
en 
those for feder
al ofce—ar
e conducted 
locall
y
.
 
Thousands of administr
ator
s
—
t
ypically civil 
ser
v
a
nts who ar
e count
y
or cit
y ocials or clerks
—
a
r
e
r
esponsible f
or or
ganizin
g and c
onductin
g U.S
. elec
tions. 
These administr
ator
s per
f
orm an impor
tant  
and comple
x set of tasks:

Set
tin
g the e
x
a
ct dates f
or elections.

C
e
r
tif
yin
g the eligibilit
y of candidates.

R
egisterin
g eligible v
oter
s and pr
eparin
g 
lists of r
egister
ed v
oter
s.

Selectin
g v
otin
g equipment
.

Designin
g ballots.

Or
ganizin
g a lar
ge tempor
ar
y workf
o
r
c
e to  
administer the v
otin
g on Election Da
y
.

T
abulatin
g the v
otes and cer
tif
yin
g  
the r
esults.
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• V
O
TING
Most U.S
. election r
esults ar
e not par
ticularly 
close
, 
but occasionally ther
e ar
e r
a
ces with a v
e
r
y
small
mar
gin of victor
y or r
a
ces in which the outcome is  
c
o
n
tested and v
otes ar
e r
e
counted. This happened
i
n
p
a
r
t
s
of Florida durin
g the 2000 U.S
. pr
esidential 
election—the closest in U.S
. histor
y
.
That r
a
ce f
o
r
c
ed many
Americans to consider the myriad administr
ativ
e tasks 
surr
oundin
g their elections f
or the ﬁr
st time
.
 
The U.S
. C
onstitution giv
es citiz
ens age 18 and  
abo
v
e
the right to v
ote
.
 Ther
e is no 
national list 
of eligible 
v
oter
s, so localities cr
eate them, b
y
r
equirin
g citiz
ens to 
r
egister as v
oter
s. This is to pr
ev
ent fr
aud. In the past
, 
selectiv
e r
egistr
ation pr
ocedur
es wer
e
used to discour
age 
some citiz
ens
—most notably
, African Americans in the 
South—fr
om v
otin
g. T
oda
y
,
the V
otin
g Rights A
c
t pr
ohibits 
these discriminator
y pr
actices.
Each state establishes its own r
egistr
ation r
equir
e-
men
ts. 
Citizens who m
ove are 
required to 
re-register  
at their new place of r
esidence
.
A
t
times, states ha
v
e
made r
egistr
ation easier and at other times they ha
v
e
tightened the r
equir
ements. In 1
9
9
3
, the National V
oter 
R
egistr
ation A
c
t made it possible f
or citiz
ens to r
egister  
to v
ote when they r
enew their state-issued driv
er
’
s
license
. Some states allow v
oter
s to r
egister on Election 
Da
y
.
R
e
cently
, howev
er
, some states ha
v
e
passed laws  
that r
equir
e go
v
ernment
-issued identiﬁcation or eliminate
r
egistr
ation on Election Da
y
.
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Election administr
ator
s must ensur
e that  
ev
er
y eligible v
oter who wants to v
ote is on the 
r
egistr
ation list
.
They also must e
x
clude fr
om the  
list those who ar
e unqualiﬁed (t
ypically because they  
ar
e too y
oun
g or do not liv
e in the jurisdiction). Gener
ally
,
local election ocials keep people on the lists ev
en if  
they ha
v
e
not v
oted r
e
cently
, r
ather than e
x
cludin
g 
potentially eligible v
oter
s. When someone not on the 
r
egistr
ation list appear
s at the polls, ocials t
ypically  
issue them a pr
o
visional ballot to r
e
cord their v
otes.  
Only af
ter that per
son
’
s
eligibilit
yis r
e
viewed (this usually
happens af
ter Election Da
y) is the v
ote counted.
Election administr
ator
s also ha
v
e
to design
the ballots f
or each election. They must ensur
e
 
 
that all cer
tiﬁed candidates ar
e listed and all issues
up f
or decision ar
e corr
ectly worded. 
And they  
must tr
y to make the ballot as simple and as  
clear as possible
.
Ther
e ar
e no national standards f
or ballot f
orms,  
but f
eder
al law does r
equir
e that administr
ator
s pr
o
vide 
ballots in multiple lan
guages when a per
centage of  
the population in their jurisdiction does not speak  
En
glish as a primar
y lan
guage
.
Wher
e v
otin
g machines ha
v
e
r
eplaced paper
ballots, local administr
ator
s ar
e r
esponsible f
or selectin
g 
and maintainin
g them. And local ocials also must
r
ecruit and tr
ain a lar
ge tempor
ar
y sta to work 10 to  
15 hour
s on Election Da
y
.
•
IT 
T
AKES
THOUSANDS
OF L
OCAL
 
V
O
L
UNTEERS
AND OFFICIAL
S
 
 
T
O
 R
UN U.S
.
 
ELE
CTIONS
.
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Ho
w do 
Americans v
ote?

✪
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• V
O
TING
Since local authorities r
ather than  
a single national authority conduct  
elections
,
 differ
ent localities
—
e
v
en  
in the same state
—
can ha
v
e
 differ
ent 
types of ballots and v
oting tec
hnology
.
 
T
oda
y
,
v
e
r
y
f
e
w U.S
. v
oter
s mark paper ballots by 
put
tin
g an “X” ne
xt to a candidate
’
s
name
. That's because 
many localities use optical systems that mechanically  
scan paper ballots on which v
oter
s ﬁll in cir
cles or connect
 
lines. Still other
s emplo
y a wide v
ariet
y of mechaniz
ed 
v
otin
g devices.
In r
e
cent y
ear
s, sev
e
r
al states ha
v
e
adopted pr
oce-
dur
es that make ballots a
v
ailable to v
oter
s bef
or
e the 
election. This tr
end star
ted with pr
o
visions f
or absentee 
ballots, issued to v
oter
s who anticipate bein
g awa
y fr
om 
their home (and their v
otin
g place) on Election Da
y
.
Some 
states and local jurisdictions gr
adually liber
aliz
ed this 
pr
o
vision, allowin
g citiz
ens to r
egister as “
permanent 
absentee v
oter
s
”
and r
outinely ha
v
e
a ballot mailed to 
their home
. T
w
o states
—Or
egon and W
ashin
g
ton—conduct 
their elections entir
ely by mail. Absentee v
oter
s gener
ally
r
eturn their completed ballots by mail.
Some states now allow citiz
ens to v
ote up to thr
ee 
weeks bef
or
e Election Da
y usin
g v
otin
g machines in 
shoppin
g malls and other public places. Citiz
ens stop  
by at their conv
enience to cast their v
otes.




•
 
A UNITED
 
 
S
T
A
TES FLA
G
 
SER
VES AS
 
 
A B
A
CKDROP
 
 
AS PE
OPLE
 
 
V
O
TE A
T
 LINDELL
 
SCHOOL IN
 
 
L
ONG BEA
CH,
 
 
NEW Y
ORK,
 
NO
VEMBER 6
,
 
2012
.
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✪


Does earl
y v
oting affect 
election r
esults?
•
 
MANY
AMERICANS
V
O
TE B
Y
 
 
ABSENTEE
B
A
L
LOT
;
THEIR V
O
TES
 
 
ARE C
OUNTED
 
 
AFTER
ELE
CTION
DA
Y
.
No
,
 because e
v
en when citizens v
ote 
earl
y
,
 their v
otes ar
e not counted  
until the polls close on election night.
 
This pr
ev
ents ocial inf
ormation fr
om bein
g  
r
eleased about which candidate is ahead or behind,  
which could possibly inﬂuence v
oter
s who wait until 
Election Da
y to v
ote
.
The one thin
g that all U.S
. localities ha
v
e
 in  
common is that no v
otes ar
e ocially tabulated and 
publiciz
ed until af
ter the polls ha
v
e
closed.
Although U.S
. television net
works of
ten conduct a  
joint e
xit poll of people who ha
v
e
just v
oted in the national 
elections, this pr
actice has r
e
ceiv
ed critical scrutiny  
in r
e
cent y
ear
s.
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What is the United States 
doing to k
e
e
p
 elections  
fair in the futur
e?

✪
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• V
O
TING
One of the important lessons of
 
 
the extr
emel
y close 2000 pr
esidential
 
 
election w
as that the election
 
 
administr
ation,
 
ballotin
g and v
ote-c
o
u
n
t
i
n
g
 
challen
ges encounter
ed in Florida could ha
v
e
occurr
ed 
almost any
wher
e in the United States. Sev
e
r
al studies  
wer
e
commissioned, and a v
ariet
y of panels heard  
e
xper
t witnesses and took testimony about the need  
f
or r
e
f
orm.
 In 2002
, C
o
n
g
r
ess passed the Help America  
V
ote A
c
t to addr
ess the pr
oblems of the 2000 election  
and anticipate new ones. F
i
r
s
t
,
the f
eder
al go
v
ern- 
m
e
n
t
funded state and local e
or
ts to r
eplace outdated
punch-
card and lever v
oting machines. Second, it  
established 
the Election Assistanc
e C
ommission to a
or
d 
local election 
technical assistance and to help local  
ocials establish v
otin
g device standards. The commis
-
sion studies v
otin
g machine and ballot design, r
egis
- 
tr
ation and pr
o
visional v
otin
g methods, techniques f
or 
deterrin
g fr
aud, pr
ocedur
es f
or r
ecruitin
g and tr
ainin
g
poll worker
s, and v
oter education pr
ogr
ams.
The Help America V
ote A
c
t marks a signiﬁcant 
e
xpansion of the f
eder
al go
v
ernment’
s r
ole in a
mat
ter tr
aditionally lef
t to localities. But the r
e
f
orms 
intr
oduced ha
v
e
helped r
estor
e faith in the U.S
.
election pr
ocess.




•
 
PE
OPLE IN
 
 
UNIVERSITY
P
ARK,
MAR
YLAND
,
W
AITED
HOURS
T
O
 V
O
TE
 
 
IN THE 2008
 
 
ELE
CTION.
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Ev
ery v
ote counts
.


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U.S
. 
DEP
AR
TMENT 
OF 
S
T
A
T
E
BUREA
U 
OF 
INTERNA
TIONAL 
INF
ORMA
TION 
PROGRAMS
IMA
GE CREDIT
S:
 
P
A
GE 2 : THINK
S
T
OCK
; 
P4
: ©
 
AP IMA
GES; P6
, 7
:
  
©
 
SHUT
TERS
T
OCK, INC
.;  
P8
, 9: THINK
S
T
OCK
;  
P10: THINK
S
T
OCK
; P11:  
©
 
SHUT
TERS
T
OCK, INC
.;  
P12
: THINK
S
T
OCK
; P16
,  
1
7
 RIGHT
: ©
 
SHUT
TERS
T
OCK, 
INC
.; P1
7 LEFT
: THINK
S
T
OCK
; 
P18
, 1
9: ©
 
SHUT
TERS
T
OCK, 
INC
.; P20: ©
 
AP IMA
GES; 
P2
3: ©
 
JUS
TIN SULLIV
AN/
GET
TY IMA
GES; P2
4
,
 2
6
, 27
:  
©
 
SHUT
TERS
T
OCK, INC
.;  
P2
8
,
 31: ©
 
AP IMA
GES; P32
, 
3
3
,
 35
–
39: ©
 
SHUT
TER
-
S
T
OCK, INC
.; P40: ©
 
AP 
IMA
GES; P42
: DENNIS C
O
X/
ALAMY S
T
OCK PHO
T
O; P44
: 
 
© BET
TMANN/
C
ORBIS; 
P45
, 
46
, 4
7
: © SHUT
TERS
T
OCK, 
INC
.; P4
9
,
 50: ©
 
AP IMA
GES; 
P52
: ©
 
SHUT
TERS
T
OCK, INC
.; 
 
P5
3
,
 54
: ©
 
AP IMA
GES; P56: 
©
 
SHUT
TERS
T
OCK, INC
.
C
O
VER, INSIDE FRONT C
O
VER,
 
 
B
A
CK C
O
VER:
©
SHUT
TERS
T
OCK,
INC
. INSIDE B
A
CK C
O
VER:
 
THINK
S
T
OCK.
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